June 1, 2012

Dear Chief	: 

I am writing to express my concern about the “Secure Communities” program that has recently been activated across Massachusetts. I fear that this program, imposed on the Commonwealth despite the opposition of the Governor and reservations expressed by several law enforcement officials, makes communities less safe and will harm residents who are not citizens and have no criminal records.  

I understand that an Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)  “detainer” which you may receive as a result of the new fingerprint sharing is not mandatory.  It is rather a request for the receiving agency to voluntarily hold someone for an additional 48 hours beyond his or her normal release time in order for ICE to have time to retrieve him or her. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]At a time when many people in the Commonwealth are afraid to contact their local police because they fear being subject to these detainer requests, we urge you to consider adopting the kind of detainer strategy which several cities and counties around the country are now pursuing (see attached list).  They are limiting their compliance with ICE detainer requests because such compliance undermines trust in the police, subjects the city or county to additional liability, costs localities money, breaks apart families and reduces public safety.  

Actions that have been taken to limit the use of detainers include policies that:
• require that detainers are only honored if there is an advanced written agreement that ICE would reimburse the costs of holding a person for an additional 48 hour period; 
• require that detainers are only honored if they relate to individuals who have been convicted of violent crimes; 
• stipulate that no detainers will be honored in the cases of individuals younger than 18 years of age, or where the subjects of detainers have no criminal convictions.  

Here in the Commonwealth, the importance of maintaining trust between the police and their communities was underscored in the tragic murders in 2011 of a woman and her two-year-old son in Brockton by Luis Guaman, an Ecuadoran national, who immediately fled to Ecuador. The victim’s sister had previously urged her to call the police when Guaman threatened to kill her, but she had refused because she was here without legal papers. 

Former Sacramento Police Chief Arturo Venegas, Jr. described in the February 16, 2012 Huffington Post how ‘Secure Communities” can make our communities less safe. At the Miramonte Elementary School in the LA Unified School District, two longtime teachers – who were subsequently arrested – allegedly sexually abused school children whose undocumented parents knew about the incidents, but were afraid to come forward because of fear of deportation. 

I do not want something like this happening in Massachusetts. I look forward to working with you  and our community to develop a detainer policy that enhances public safety for all residents of the Commonwealth.  
 
Sincerely,


